Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.009 Å; R factor = 0.054; wR factor = 0.135; data-to-parameter ratio = 14.5. 
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Experimental
Crystal data [Mn(NCS) Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Lah & Pecoraro (1989) ; Mezei et al.2007) . Among all metallacrowns, manganese clusters have been frequently investigated in recent years, because of their behavior in single molecule magnets(SMMs), which show magnetic hysteresis arising from slow magnetization reversal due to a high energy barrier (Christou et al. 2000) . Pyridine derivatives with two ortho-substituents have recently been revised as an important supporting ligands of multiple metal-metal bonds and/or linear metal-metal bonded arrays which are composed by more than three metal atoms. 2- (Table 1 ) and a weak aromatic p···p stacking linking adjacent bpy ligand rings at (x, y, z) and (1/2-x, -1/2+y, z) (centroid-centroid distance: 3.557 (8)Å). These interactions define a 1D structure running along [100] (Fig.2) . 
